
 
 
 
 
TO:  JAMES L. APP, CITY MANAGER 
 
FROM: BOB LATA, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
 
SUBJECT: NUISANCE ABATEMENT 2342 ALMOND SPRINGS DRIVE 
 
DATE:  APRIL 19, 2005 
 
Needs: For the City Council to consider Nuisance Abatement of the structure located at  

2342 Almond Springs Drive (APN 008-431-035). 
 
 
Facts: 1. On April 16, 2003, Building Permit #B02-0735 and Grading Permit #B03-0374 

were issued concurrently for construction of a new single family residence at above 
location. 

 
2. After construction of foundation and partial frame, a Stop Work Notice was posted 

at the site on May 5, 2004, based on inconsistency with the City of Paso Robles 
Zoning front yard set back requirements. 

 
3. On June 29, 2004, a request for, and approval of reinstatement of the permit was 

granted and completed on June 29, 2004.  No approved inspections had been 
completed in the previous 180 days, thus expiring the permit.  As a condition of 
approval for reinstatement, the owner was to submit redesigned building plans 
correcting the non-conforming set backs. 

 
4. On November 10, 2004, a letter was sent to owner advising him the Building 

Division would be scheduling the subject property for City Council approval to 
proceed with abatement authorization. 

 
5. On January 10, 2005, a Notice and Order was sent to property owner declaring the 

structure to be a Dangerous Building and instructing them to abate the structure. 
 

6. On January 20, 2005, the City received notification that the property was in escrow 
by new owner and he was requesting new compliance dates be approved by the 
City. 

 
7. On January 26, 2005, a new Notice and Order was sent to new owner identified in 

escrow papers received by the City.  New owner was given sixty (60) calendar days 
with which to submit new building plans correcting the Zoning violation. 

 
8. On January 31, 2005, the City received a letter from original owner releasing all 

rights to the above property. 
 

9. On February 11, 2005, the City received an email from the prospective new owner 
indicating they are no longer pursuing the purchase of the property and escrow has 
been cancelled. 

 



10. On February 25, 2005, a new Notice and Order was sent to the original owner 
(since the sale was not finalized) again instructing the owner to abate the structure.  
The property owner has not responded to the notice to abate the nuisance.  

 
11. On April 6, 2005, a follow up inspection was conducted at the site after being 

informed that the wood portion of the structure had been removed.  Currently only 
the foundation remains standing.  See attached photos. 

 
Analysis & 
Conclusion: The partially completed structure is located in an otherwise “built-out” residential 

neighborhood.  The construction site and structure has been abandoned and is 
unsecured with nothing to prevent access by the public.  The partial construction of 
walls and unguarded openings in the floor and un-finished wall framing constitute 
potential hazards.  Additionally, the unfinished structure has become and eye sore to the 
neighboring residences.  

 
Policy 
Reference Section 9.06 and 17.04 of the Municipal Code. 
 
Fiscal 
Impact: Should Council determine that the structure constitutes a risk to the public and the 

property owner has not abated the hazard, it could result in the City being required to 
abate the hazard to insure the public safety.  Historically, the City has abated hazardous 
buildings by their removal rather than repair.  If it were to become necessary for the City 
to abate the nuisance by removal the estimated cost associated with this option, given 
prevailing wage, is approximately $14,000.00.  The cost of abatement would be 
established as a tax lien on the subject property. 

 
Options: a. For the City Council to confirm the Notice and Order by directing the property 

owner: 
 

1. To submit revised plans and pay any fees necessary to re-activate the permit 
by May 3, 2005, and obtain a successful inspection on or before  
June 15, 2005; or  secure a permit for demolition by May 3, 2005, and cause 
the demolition to be completed on or before June 15, 2005; and 

 
2. Authorize staff to proceed with abatement of the nuisance by demolition if 

the property owner does not resume construction, with substantial 
progress, or complete demolition by June 15, 2005.  The City abatement of 
the public safety hazard by demolishing the building will result in the City’s 
cost becoming a tax lien upon the property. 

 
b. Amend, modify, or reject the above options. 

 
Attachments:  Notice and Order(s) for 2342 Almond Springs Drive 
   Photos of site dated April 6, 2005 
 
Cc:  Mike Seitz 




























